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Blog:

- (a combination of “web” + “log”)
- is a website where entries are
written in chronological order and
commonly displayed in reverse
chronological order
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

This
presentation
is available
online as a
PDF

t i% ." I
www.speakingofhistory.blogspot.com
October 15, 2007 post on blog
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Will Richardson
- created a blog in
~ 2002 when his

- students read
- The Secret Life
% of Bees

The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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Guerrilla Season
by Pat Hughes

Story of two teenage
boys growing up in
Missouri at the start
of the Civil War

Historical accurate,
engaging and well
written
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

In 2005 a class set of 30 -
no blog just use in class

Through a Sprint grant we
were able to purchase 350
copies of the book in 2006
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The blog allows us to create
a virtual place to meet and

discuss the book which is
always open
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The teacher is
the moderator
of the blog -
controls the
content and
comments
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Each week post the number
of pages to be read and
some discussion questions
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

The teacher
should use
the posts to
“guide” the
participants
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Our book blog _
took place over
four weeks and : T
we used
“Blogger” as
our blogging
software
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Each week added 3 or 4
discussion questions
pertaining to the reading

for that week
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Sample Question from the blog:

The style of warfare used in Missouri to fight
much of the Civil War is described as “Guerrilla
Warfare” - a method of combat by which a
smaller group of combatants attempts to use its
mobility to defeat a larger, and consequently
less mobile, army.

If you have been following the war in Iraq this
term is often used to describe the warfare which P A
currently takes place on the streets of that bl
country every day.

What similarities do you see with the guerrilla
warfare tactics used in Missouri in 1863 and Iraq
in 200672
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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Requirements for students
were to post at least one
comment and turn in a final
project about the book
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Student Rules for Posting:

*No first and last names
Create a pen name
*Check for grammar
Extend the conversation
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Many of the students will
ask similar questions

As | moderated | did not
post each question if it kept
repeating the same one

The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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We found it helpful if
students created a “pen
name”

Identities were kept safe but
could carry a converstation

The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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If set up correctly the
teacher can moderate all
comments BEFORE they are
posted to the Internet
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Participants included:

*SVJH students

*Pat Hughes (author)
*Parents, grandparents
*School board members
eCalifornia students
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project i

Included “Pat Asks” and “You
Ask Pat” posts each week

Week 4 - Pat Asks You - Matt

The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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-ast - Mistakes, Naming Characters

GUERRILLA SEASON.
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Also included
short audio
interviews
with Pat on

various topics
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

The last week
the blog
becomes a
showcase for
the final
student
projects
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Final Project Options:

1. Design a new book cover
2. Alternate ending to novel
3. Create a movie poster
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Final Project Options:

4. Interview a character
5. A scene as a comic book
6. Write a poem about novel
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project
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If all final projects are e-
mailed to the teacher it is
also a paperless project
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Join us for our next Guerrilla
Season book blog project

FER 2008
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

The project’s only cost is
the purchase of the books

Good
choice for
a grant
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Could also use a wiki
instead of a blog to discuss
the book

Book club blogs on books
that each student has read
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The Guerrilla Season Book Blog Project

Eric Langhorst
Contact Information:
speakingofhistory@gmail.com

8t Grade American History
South Valley Jr. High
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